Encouraging Words of Wisdom (Part I)

1. The cross of Christ reveals God’s love at its best and man’s sin at its worst
2. If you’re looking for God, look to Jesus

3. God loves you because of who God is, not because of anything you did or didn't do
4. You can trust the Bible, God always keeps His Word

5. Natural life came by God’s breath; eternal life comes by Christ’s death

6. Denial compounds our sin; confession cancels it

7. Toresist the pressures of the world, rely on the power of the Lord

8. After all that Christ has done for us, how can we do less than give Him our best?
9. To return evil for good is natural; to return good for evil is supernatural
10. God’s most striking victories rise out of the graves of apparent defeats

11. Jesus died to save us and He lives to keep us

12. The Good News of the resurrection is too good to keep to ourselves

13. Faith sees what the eyes cannot

14. Because Christ is alive, we need not fear death

15. It is not the words we pray that matter, it’s the condition of our heart

16. What is done for Christ in this life will be rewarded in the life to come

17. Only Jesus can transform your life

18. The straight and narrow way is God’s way for a crooked generation

19. The true measure of a person is what’s in the heart

20. Those who lay up treasures in heaven are the richest people on earth

21. When Jesus changes your heart, He gives you a heart for others

22. The key to understanding the written word is knowing the Living Word

23. Work is a blessing when it blesses others



Encouraging Words of Wisdom (Part I)

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.
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34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

When Satan strikes, strike back with the Word of God

Our heavenly Father longs to spend quality time with His children

The best fathers not only give us life, they teach us how to live

Boast not in what you do for Christ, but in what Christ does for you
People will listen to you carefully if they see you living faithfully

The Great Physician always has the right remedy

If you yield to God, you won’t give in to sin.

In a changing world, you can trust God’s unchanging Word

You can trust your instincts when you are trusting Christ

Keep out of your life anything that would crowd Christ out of your heart
Apply yourself to the Scriptures and the Scriptures to yourself

True freedom is not in having our own way, but in yielding to God’s way
Poverty of purpose is far worse than poverty of purse

It’s not enough to know God with your head; you must know Him in your heart
There’s no better sermon than a good example

He rests well who rests in Jesus

No one is stronger that the one who depends on God

Every child of God fills a special place in His plan

There is victory in surrender when the conqueror is Christ

Adversities are often blessings in disguise

Yielding to God’s Spirit within prevents conforming to the world without
Tact is the ability to make a point without making an enemy

If you want to be rich, count all the things you have that money can’t buy
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47. Be careful when you think you’re strong, lest you fall

48. God gives enough grace for each trail we face

49. The Bible contains vitamins for your soul’s health

50. A heartfelt apology can’t change the past, but it can brighten the future
51. All creation points to the almighty Creator

52. When we put our cares in God’s hands, He puts His peace in our heart
53. We can endure trails in this life because of the joys in the life to come
54. Every loss leaves a space that only God’s presence can fill

55. In nature we hear the voice of God

56. Don’t find a fault, find a remedy

57. The best way to renew our minds is to read God’s Word daily

58. What you do with Jesus now determines what He will do with you later
59. Don’t study the Bible to be able to quote it; study it to obey it

60. Only Living Water can quench the thirst of the soul

61. The best way to escape temptation is to flee to God

62. To hear God’s voice, turn down the world’s volume

63. The Christian’s heart is the Holy Spirit’s home

64. Though millions are bending God’s ear in prayer, He listens to each individually
65. Satan divides and conquers, Christians unite and conquer

66. A well-read Bible is a sign of a well-fed soul

67. Opening your Bible can be a real eye-opener

68. In a changing world you can trust in God’s unchanging word

69. Bible study is not merely to inform us— it is meant to transform us
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70. Be as patient with your children as God is with you

71. Obedience to God’s word is the recipe for spiritual success

72. There is no good excuse for ignoring God

73. The church works best when we see ourselves as participants, not spectators
74. Faith in God’s goodness keeps hope alive

75. God does not comfort us to make us comfortable, but to make us comforters
76. Surrender means victory when we surrender to God

77. Compassion is love in action

78. Sin brings fear, confession brings freedom

79. Be quick to judge yourself and slow to judge others

80. A way to make things right is to admit you have been wrong

81. Confession is the key that opens the door to forgiveness

82. We find courage to stand when we kneel before the Lord

83. Praise loudly, blame softly

84. A well-chosen word can speak volumes

85. The one who lives for this life only will have eternity to regret it
86. What we weave in time we will wear in eternity

87. Our citizenship in heaven defines our duties here on earth

88. The people we like the least may need our love the most

89. We are to be channels of God’s truth, not reservoirs

90. A Godly example is worth more than a thousand words

91. The evidence for God is clear to the one who is looking for him

92. The one who serves God for money is spiritually bankrupt
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93. If you are not as close to God as you used to be, guess who moved

94. Only Christ the Bread of Life can satisfy our spiritual hunger

95. Think less of the power of things over you and more of the power of Christ in you

96. Overlook the faults of others and overcome your own

97. If you keep looking back you cannot make spiritual progress

98. No matter how low you feel, underneath are the everlasting arms

99. God’s strength always accompanies God’s call

100.

101.
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105.
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108.
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110.

111.

112.

113.

114.

115.

If all we want is to please the Lord, we will have everything we need

Write your plans in pencil but give God the eraser

Trusting God can turn a trail into a triumph

The power of God within you is greater than the pressure of troubles around you
Our greatest privilege is to enjoy God’s presence

Praise to God comes naturally when you count your blessings

Gratitude is always the right attitude

Do not complain about thorns among roses; be grateful for roses among thorns
There are no shortcuts on the road to spiritual maturity

Faith-testing times can be faith-strengthening times

The spirit of God uses the word of God to change the people of God

When you are rooted in truth, you can withstand the winds of trial
Perseverance makes the difference between failure and success

When we receive Christ, God’s work is not over...it has just begun

Sin is the disease, Christ is the cure

A merry heart is good medicine with no bad side effects
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133.

134.

135.

136.

137.

138.

Love is a magnet that draws believers together and unbelievers to Christ
People joke about heaven and hell, but heaven and hell are no joke

The greatest joy on earth is the sure prospect of heaven

As you mind your earthly duties, keep heaven in mind

To make the most of your time on earth, always keep heaven in mind
God’s spirit lives inside us and also walks beside us

There are no degrees of honesty

A hypocrite is a person who is not himself on Sunday

A false life never goes with a true faith

The name of Jesus is profanity to the sinner but heaven’s password to the saint
The Son of God became the Son of Man to change sons of men into sons of God
Only as we follow Christ can we lead others in the right direction

No deed is small when done for Christ

People with a heart for God have a heart for people

People are at the heart of God’s heart

Love is an active verb

Giving of ourselves to others gives joy to God

Live for God’s approval rather than man’s approval

In the heat of temptation do not lose your cool

Delayed obedience is only a step away from disobedience

You cannot lose if you stay with God’s game plan

To handle a hard situation try a soft answer

Praise flows naturally from a grateful heart
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139. Prayer in Jesus’ name is a direct line to God

140. If we pray more for our government, we will be more thankful for our government
141. No one is too good or too bad to qualify for salvation

142. When you receive Christ, you become an heir to the riches of heaven

143. A child of the King of Kings should bear a family likeness

144.  Giving of ourselves to others gives joy to God

145. Do what you can to help one at a time and prayerfully leave the rest to God
146. When you grasp, you lose; when you give to God, you gain

147. Jesus died to save us and he lives to keep us

148.  The seeds we sow today determine the kind of fruit we will reap tomorrow
149.  Troubles seem smaller when you remember the greatness of God

150. Daily work takes on eternal value when it is done for God

151.  If you walk with God you will not run with the world

152.  The best gift was found in a manager

153.  The devil is a defeated foe

154.  If we focus only on Christmas, we might lose sight of Christ

155.  Christmas starts with Christ

156. Christ is the biggest part of Christmas

157. If atroubled world get you down, look up to Jesus

158.  God’s presence with us is one of His greatest presents to us

159. God broke into human history to offer us the gift of eternal life

160. True peace is not the absence of war; it is the presence of God

161. Repentance is the soil in which forgiveness flourishes
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162. Recognizing our own smallness can cause us to embrace God’s greatness
163. A “mere happening” may be God’s design

164. The way back to God begins with a broken heart

165.  Open your heart to the Lord and he will open your eyes to the lost

166. To make the most of your time, take time to pray

167. Conviction is God’s warning light

168. To know Christ, the Living Word, is to love the Bible, the written Word
169. To become whole, keep yielding to the Holy Spirit

170. We are at our best when we serve God by serving others

171.  What God promises, God will provide

172.  Anger left unchecked is cause for alarm

173.  Our thoughts about God should lead us to joyful praise

174.  Jesus must increase; | must decrease

175.  We see the power of God’s creation; we feel the power of His love

176. Good exercise for the heart is to bend down and help another person up
177. Those who let God provide will be satisfied

178. God came to live with us so that we could live with Him

179. Calvary’s cross is the only bridge to eternal life

180. God gives enough grace for whatever we face

181. God provides the power we need to persevere

182. When you are born again, you become a citizen of heaven

183.  The roots of stability come from being grounded in God’s Word and prayer

184. The “what” of our future is determined by the “Who” of eternity
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186.

187.

188.

189.

190.

191.

192.

193.

194.

195.

196.

197.

198.

199.

200.

201.

202.

203.

204.

205.

206.
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Rich treasures of God’s truth are waiting to be discovered
God’s presence brings great comfort

If you look through the eyes of Jesus, you’ll see a needy world
Service done well on earth will receive a “Well done” in heaven
No deed is too small when done for Christ

The wonders of creation reveal God at work

The world crowns success; God crowns faithfulness

We have all eternity to praise God — begin today

Never be afraid to entrust the unknown future to the all-knowing God
People who follow Christ lead others in the right direction

A good example has more value than good advice

Run the race with eternity in view

The Christian’s race is not a sprint, it’s a marathon

If we take care of our character, our reputation will take care of itself
Sin drains our spiritual power; confession restores it

Our God is a God of second chances

Man’s greatest goal; bringing glory to God

All life is created by God and bears His autograph

Compassion puts love into action

Godliness with contentment is great gain

A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps
Those who are drawn to Christ are drawn to each other

When you’re working for Jesus, it’s always too soon to quit
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208. Many books inform, but only one transforms — the Bible

209. Joy is a fruit of the Spirit that’s always in season

210. The only way to make things right is to admit you’ve been wrong
211. Even a little example can be a big influence for Christ

212. Time spent with God is time well spent

213. To prepare for tomorrow, trust Jesus today

214.  Our witness for Christ is a light in a dark world

215.  God speaks through His Word to those who listen with their heart
216.  When God starts changing things, He usually begins with changing us
217.  One step forward in obedience is worth years of study about it
218. Hold tightly to what is eternal, but loosely to what is temporal
219. Those who follow Christ can help others follow Him too

220. Keep eternity’s goal in sight by walking daily in God’s light

221.  We were created to glorify God

222.  When you’re tempted to lose patience with another, think how patient God has been with
you

223.  Animportant part of prayer is a willingness to be part of the answer
224.  Our real wealth is what we invest in eternity

225.  Write your plans in pencil and let God have the eraser

226. Jesus came to give light to a dark world

227.  Success often rises out of the ashes of failure

228. If you know the truth, you can discern what’s false

229. A time of testing can produce a shining testimony

230. No matter where we are, Jesus is only a prayer away

10
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248.

249.

250.

251.

252.

253.

Tough times can teach us to trust

God orders our stops as well as our steps

When all is lost, remember that you haven’t lost Jesus — run to Him
The risen Christ will come from heaven to take His own to heaven
There’s no substitute for being real

Followers of Christ get their marching orders from Him

God’s greatest power can be displayed in our biggest weakness
Patience means awaiting God’s time without doubting God’s love
For the Christian, what looks like a detour may actually be a new road to blessing
Creation’s design points to the Master Designer

God’ grace is immeasurable; His mercy inexhaustible; His peace inexpressible
The heart filled with praise brings pleasure to God

God’s answers are wiser than our prayers

When God permits trails, He also provides comfort

Learning how to be rich toward God yields eternal dividends

To grow spiritually strong, read the Word

There are no degrees of honesty

The richest legacy a parent can leave a child is a godly example
Through Christ we have the freedom to let go

Faith was never intended as a substitute for intelligence

Live for Jesus and you’ll live for eternity

The next person you meet may need to meet Christ

The way to find joy in persecution is to find your joy in Jesus

11
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254.  Legalism destroys our loving relationship with God

255.  Those who know Christ now will sing His praise forever

256. God delights in the earnest prayers of His people

257. Money serves us well if we receive it as God’s provision

258.  Conversion is the miracle of a moment; maturing takes a lifetime
259. Love looks beyond what people are to what they can become

260. Guilt is a burden God never intended His children to bear

261. To avoid an embarrassing fall, don’t jump to a wrong conclusion
262. Intercessory prayer is life’s real work

263. Nothing speaks more clearly of God’s love than the cross of Christ
264.  Prayer without expectancy is unbelief in disguise

265. A heart in tune with God can’t help but sing His praise

266. To detect error, expose it to the light of God’s truth

267. God give us all we need, so let’s give to others in their need

268. Those who faithfully bear the cross in this life will wear the crown in the life to come
269. If you are too busy for God, you are too busy

270. Listening is an open door to understanding

271.  Jesus calls us to follow Him — and repeats His call when necessary
272. If you doubt that Jesus cares, remember His tears

273. It’s better to declare the truth and be rejected than to withhold the truth just to be
accepted

274. Bible study is not merely to inform us — it’s meant to transform us

275.  God has not promised to keep us from life’s storms, but He will keep us through them

12



Encouraging Words of Wisdom (Part I)

276.
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293.
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297.

298.

Christians are windows through which Jesus can shine

God knows the future, so we are safe in His hands

Forgiveness is the glue that repairs broken relationships

Because Christ is alive, we too shall live

A good example is someone who knows the way, goes the way, and shows the way
The character of your children tomorrow depends on what you put into their hearts today
Work for the Lord — His retirement plan is out of this world

Our unknown future is secure in the hands of our all-knowing God

Let the Bible fill your mind, rule your heart, and guide your life

The closer we walk with God, the clearer we see His guidance

Give God what He desires most — a broken and repentant heart

To be with Jesus forever is the sum of all happiness

Live in such a way that others see Jesus in you

When we cease to wonder, we cease to worship

Satan offers nothing but tricks and deceit

Those who have been found should seek the lost

A true friend stands with us in times of trail

A Christian’s greatest joy is to used by God

When we serve in Jesus’ name, He gets the glory

Deliverance from sin is the greatest of all freedoms

Fear God and you’ll have nothing else to fear

The seeds we sow today determine the kind of fruit we’ll reap tomorrow

Repentance is the hurt that leads to healing

13
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316.

317.

318.

319.

320.

321.

The Bible’s treasures are found by those who dig for them

There is no good excuse for ignoring God

Only Jesus, the Living Water, can satisfy the thirsty soul

We show our love for God when we love His family

Faith in Christ can make extraordinary heroes out of ordinary people
God’s love still stands when all else has fallen

The best way to escape temptation is to run to God

Even in the bleakest times, Christians have the brightest hope

The deeds God finds pleasing are those done in service for Him

We always have enough when God is our supply

God looks at the heart, not the hand; the giver, not the gift

God is the only One who can make the dirty clean

Fruitfulness for Christ depends on fellowship with Christ

The greatest pleasures of earth cannot be compared to the joys of heaven
Those who have their hearts fixed on heaven will hold loosely the things of earth
A broken relationship can be repaired — but only if you’re willing to try
A good leader is a good servant

Those who love Christ have a love for the lost

Confession opens the door to thanksgiving

To renew your love for Christ, review Christ’s love for you

Destroy gossip by ignoring it

The Holy Spirit is the Christian’s power supply

Jesus took my place on the cross and gave me a place in heaven

14
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339.
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341.

342.

343.

344.

Prayer is the voice of faith

To know love, open your heart to Jesus. To show love, open your heart to others.
We must have a right view of eternity to know the real value of time

The One who died as our Substitute now lives as our Advocate

We honor God’s name when we call Him our Father and live like His children
Victory is sure for those who endure

God calls His children to unity

In every desert of despair God has an oasis of comfort

No one can glorify self and Christ at the same time

The promise of heaven is our eternal hope

As the “salt of the earth,” Christians can make others thirsty for the Water of Life

One measure of our love for God is what we’re willing to do to share His Word with

We don’t need to see the way if we’re following the One who is the Way
To become more like Christ, meditate on who He is

The greatest gift a father can give to his children is himself

God cares for you — care for others

A Christian is an ambassador who speaks for the King of Kings

We fall into temptation when we don’t stand against it

Separation is the law of earth — reunion is the law of heaven

Time spent with your children is time wisely invested

Access to God’s throne is always open

Our words have power to influence; God’s words have power to save

For a healthier church exercise your spiritual gifts

15
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362.
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364.
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366.

367.

Obedience to God is the key to freedom

He is truly wise who gains his wisdom from the experience of others
Keep your tools ready — God will find work for you

Whom God calls, He qualifies; whom He qualifies, He sends

Those rescued from sin are best able to rescue those in sin

All that I am I owe to Jesus Christ, revealed to me in His divine Book
God’s commandments were given to fulfill us, not to frustrate us
Freedom doesn’t give us the right to do what we please, but to do what pleases God
Praise can lighten the heaviest burden

When Christ is the center of your focus, all else will come into proper perspective
Christ’s work on the cross equips us to do good works for Him

To see Jesus will be heaven’s greatest joy

Love is never afraid of giving too much

They witness best who witness with their lives

God gave you a message to share; don’t keep it to yourself

When you put your cares in God’s hands, He puts His peace in your heart
Our love for Jesus is the key to spiritual passion

No service for Christ goes unnoticed by Him

To survive the storms of life, be anchored to the Rock of Ages

God’s Word gives wisdom to discern what is false

Each small step of faith is a giant step of growth

To make the most of today, keep eternity in mind

God speaks through His Word to those who listen with their heart

16



Encouraging Words of Wisdom (Part I)

368.

369.
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385.

386.

387.

388.

389.

390.

To be silent about the Savior and His salvation is a dreadful sin of omission
We please God when our walk matches our talk

The best role models model Christ

Repentance restores and renews our intimacy with the Lord

The God who created the universe is the God who you can know

True friends are like diamonds — precious and rare

Thankfulness finds something good in every circumstance

Nothing is politically right which is morally wrong — A. Lincoln

We can become so busy doing good that we lose our heart for God

To help people get back on the right path, walk with them and show them the way
To find your way through life, follow Jesus

We don’t really know the Bible unless we obey the Bible

The Bible: Read it, believe it, obey it

The primary reason for living in this world is to reflect the likeness of Christ
Worry is a burden God never intended us to bear

God’s love does not keep us from trails; it helps us get through them

The greatest, ultimate force on earth is love

Sin is a heart disease that can be cured only by the Great Physician
Running the Christian race takes dedication and discipline

Recognize and respond to the royalty of God — worship Him

A heart in tune with God sings melodies of praise

God’s truth uncovers Satan’s lies

Every time you speak, your mind is on parade
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392.
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399.
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408.

4009.

410.

411.

412.

413.

God’s requirements are met by God’s enabling

Dark trials are rewarded by bright crowns

Nothing can shake those who are secure in God’s hands
Repentance clears the way for us to walk with God

Sharing the gospel is one person telling another good news
Precious memories of life can temper the profound sadness of death
Faulty beliefs about God lead to faulty decisions about people

The weak and the helpless are in the Good Shepherd’s special care
In God’s garden of love, you are His forget-me-not

We are more precious to Jesus than the costliest diamond

Nothing can compare to the love of God

Feed on God’s faithfulness to find the strength you need

It’s not what you do but who you are that’s most important

The trails of earth are small compared with the triumphs of heaven
God’s love cannot be explained — it can only be experienced

An idol is anything that takes the place of God

God remembers the good we forget

God’s love changes prodigal sons into precious saints

Stand on the Word of God and you won’t fall into error

The highest motive for obeying God is thankfulness

God’s whisper of comfort quiets the noise of our trials

Please be patient...God isn’t finished with me yet

Trials make us think; thinking makes us wise; wisdom makes life profitable
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415.
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431.

432.

433.

434,

435.

436.

Don’t let the Spirit reside in a cluttered heart; take time to clean it up today
When praying, it’s better to have a heart without words than words without heart
A child of God is always welcomed home

One small step of obedience is a giant step to blessing

A Christian reflects Jesus Christ

Looking to the needs of others honors Christ

God can use you at any age — if you are willing

Repentance is God’s way of making the crooked straight

A Christian’s life is the canvas on which others can see Jesus

Gratitude is the memory of a glad heart

God speaks to those who are quiet before Him

Daily work takes on eternal value when it is done for God

Listen to understand, then speak with love

No matter how much you give, you can’t give more than God

Jesus specializes in restoration

When we know that God’s hand is in everything, we can leave everything in God’s hand
One measure of our likeness to Christ is our sensitivity to the suffering of others
Where God guides, God provides

We may walk a desert pathway, but the end of the journey is the Garden of God
We can do great things for the Lord if we are willing to do little things for others
God broke into human history to offer us the eternal gift of salvation

When all you have is God, you have all you need

Opening our hearts and homes blesses both us and others
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443.
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451.
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454,

455.

456.

457.

458.

459.

Jesus takes our sin and gives us His salvation

Love is more than a sentiment, it’s putting another’s needs ahead of your own
The cross of Christ reveals the love of God at its best and the sin of the world at its worst
God took the worst deed of history and turned it into the greatest victory

Our sin is great — God’s grace is greater

Christ departed so that the Holy Spirit could be imparted

To know that God sees us brings both conviction and comfort

If you are not on guard against evil you’ll be influenced by evil

Witnessing is not just something a Christian says, but it is what he is

Keep your eyes fixed on the prize

The best eraser is honest confession to God

Christlike hospitality is an open heart and an open home

As God adds years to your life, ask Him to add life to your years

The devil is content to let us profess Christianity as along as we do not practice it
He who abandons himself to God will never be abandoned by God

God’s love still stands when all else has fallen

A song in the heart puts a smile on the face

Those who lay up treasures in heaven are the richest people on earth

Satan’s ploys are no match for the Savior’s power

To avoid drifting away from God, stay anchored to the Rock

First make sure you are with Him, then you can be sure He’ll be with you
Like a compass, the Bible always points us in the right direction

In God’s eyes, true greatness is serving others
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Encouraging Words of Wisdom (Part I)

460. Those who take their sin seriously remember Christ’s cross gratefully

461. If you want others to know what Christ will do for them, tell them what He has done for
you

462. To tune into God’s voice we must tune out this world’s noise
463. God’s timing is always perfect

464. God’s work is done by those who pray

465. God is the master of turning burdens into blessings

466. A childlike faith unlocks the door to the kingdom of heaven
467. Godly mothers not only bring you up, they bring you to God
468. Only God sees the heart

469. Repentance means hating sin enough to turn from it

470. Even the ordinary and the outcast can make the cut to follow Jesus
471. To know lasting happiness, we must know Jesus

472.  The more we serve Christ, the less we serve self

473. Death is gain because it means heaven, holiness, and Him
474. When Satan strikes, strike back with the Word of God

475. A world in darkness needs the light of Jesus

476. Our greatest riches are the riches we have in Christ

477.  Allittle love can make a big difference

478. Repentance clears the way for our relationship with the King
479. The more you love Jesus, the more you’ll talk about Him
480. We honor God when we honor one another

481. A test of true Christian love: Do you help those who can’t help you in return?
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482.

483.

484,

485.

486.

487.

488.

4809.

490.

491.

492.

493.

494,

495.

496.

497.

498.

499.

500.

God has left us in the world to witness to the world

God’s armor is tailor-made for you, but you must put it on

In God’s character and in His creation, we see His majesty

Jesus is the only fountain who can satisfy the thirsty soul

We can endure this life’s trials because of the next life’s joys

Talking to Christ about others helps us to talk to others about Christ

You can expect to enjoy God’s presence when you honor Him with your life
Invest your life in what pays eternal dividends

You’re headed in the right direction when you walk with God

Only Christ the Living Bread can satisfy spiritual hunger

Confession of sin is the soil in which forgiveness flourishes

Jesus came to earth to repair our sin-damaged lives

Without Christ we can do nothing...with Him we can do everything He wants us to do
Our only hope here below is help from God above

Only God could create the cosmos out of nothing

In Christ, God veiled His deity to serve and to save humanity

Looking for someone who won’t disappoint you...look to Jesus

God’s gift of Himself to us is a present we will always be unwrapping

The Light of the World knows no power failures

Compiled from “Our Daily Bread” (RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, M1 49501)
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